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LAND AT CHICHELE ROAD, OXTED: AMPHIBIAN SURVEY 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 During previous surveys, a small ephemeral pond in the ancient woodland has been 

repeatedly dry during the survey window for great crested newts and therefore no 
surveys for GCN were undertaken. However, in 2024 the wet weather has meant the 
pond did contain water in spring and therefore an eDNA survey could be undertaken.   

 

  
Photo 1 Woodland pond May 2022 

 
Photo 2 Wet pond – May 2024 

 

2 METHODOLOGY 
 

2.1 The woodland pond on site was subject to eDNA surveys on 22nd May 2024. The survey 
comprised the collection of 40ml samples from 20 locations around the edge of the 
pond. Samples were mixed together in a bag and six 15ml samples then extracted and 
stored within preserving fluid. These samples were then sent to ADAS, who analyse the 
samples for GCN DNA. This technique has been tested by DEFRA and found to have a 
reliability of 99.3%. Sampling methodology followed best practice guidance within 
Analytical and Methodological Development for Improved Surveillance of the Great 
Crested Newt (Freshwater Habitats Trust, 2014). 

 

3 RESULTS 
 
3.1 The results of the eDNA survey confirmed likely absence of GCN with 12 out of 12 tests 

negative for presence of GCN DNA.  The test results are provided overleaf. 
 

4 CONCLUSION 
 
4.1 The absence of GCN in the ephemeral pond in the woodland in the north of the site 

provides additional evidence to confirm the previous assessment that GCN are likely 
absent from site.  
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